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The undersigned hereby certifies that this document is being placed in the United States mail with first-class 
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Applicants hereby inquire as to the status of the above-identified patent application, which 
was filed on October 18, 1999 in the United States Patent and Trademark Office. The last 
communication received by Applicants was an Office Action, which was mailed from the 
USPTO on May 23, 2001 . Applicants responded on August 6, 2001 . To date, a new Office 
Action has not been received. Please advise. 
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